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HANS SAVERY THE ELDER

K01‘tri_jk Co|.|1'tr.1i 1564 5 — H.1.11‘|cm (P) .1f_tc1‘ 1616

TheDutchEastIndiu11u111AMSTERDAMro¢1crl1c1'\1'1rl1su1'c111l/\111>1c11l11111

111c11-qfw-111111‘ 111 .<ror1111' \1'curl1cr

Oil on oak panel. 87.5 x 156 cm. in .1 pcriocl o.1kf1'.1111c

Signcd 011.1 b.1lclo\vc1‘ccnt1‘c: H SAVERY (HS in |11011o;_*_1‘.1111‘1, 1111.1 1<-111»

Provenance

The p.1intc1' Paul Bodifcc. Dcvcntcr, circa 1911;

P1"i\'.1tc Collection until 1001
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A work ofnational importance

It is I It-nth it |\ (‘oi lIt'|i\ \/iuuin i |*,(»r~ |(~.;u\, .1 n.1ti\'c oI4H.1.1r|cm, who is gcncr.1||_v considered to be the ‘F.1thcr' of

Dutchm.1rinc|uiniin;{. I hv l<‘l in |\ llsni In H'it’l lUl|1L‘iilL'lli1J[i1C\\'.1S the first p.1intcr to spccitllisc in that gcnrc of

painting, ]Jl'OLill(iI1f_‘_ \\'<>|i\s nl siqu-|1i»| i|u.i|n\. I Iv l11.1l1.l_\_‘_L‘&i to build up an impressive ocuvrc o1_m.1rinc paintings in the

bcginning ofithc sc\'<'|1u-mil: \l'lH u|\ Ii 1-»_ |1<>\\'t"\‘c|, .iH too c.1s_\" to overlook the fltct t|1.1tthc|"c\\'c|'c also F|cmish—born

artists who laid thc huiml.nu»||~. Ni IiIr_1‘_¢'II|t‘ ilm Iiourishccl in the Northern Ncthcrlmtls in ihc rst h.1|l4ofithc

scvcntccnth ccnum; i|1<‘ |\l("\l'||| ]'.lIlHIlif,'_ |\l\I\t'\I|1.l[ the bcst work ofiH.1ns Savcry the E|dcrison.1p.1r\\'ith that of‘

Vroom. When vic\\nl in I|l.H Ii;-_|n_ liI1'|\tl||II|||}{<.ll1 he said to rcwritc the history of-the dcvclopincm ol'Dutch marine

painting, which is \\'|1\'|| \|ll.lili|l"\.l'~il\\H|ix1\i |i.lli0l1.liimpOl'[.1|1CC.



Hans Savcry the Elder, Marine Painter

I lie sea \l<>l in \\'.l\ a |mptilar theme in marine painting at the end ofithe si.\'teenth and the beginning olithe

‘-i’\i‘lllt‘(‘Ill ll ti'IIl lll\ /\Ill\l\ |il\e l'ieierl§rtiegl1el the Elder. /\ert Anthonisz and Hans Savery the Elder painted several of-

|l)t‘III In <l.l\‘-Hl oltl IlI.I|I \\‘.i\lliut|_1§lil to be a cork on the ocean. tossed about in the raging seas. The painted sea storm

\\ .|~. NI |_{'_1Il.lll\ III .|lli'f,‘_i'|\ til lilt',\\l11l7OllSL‘Cl by a ship trying to reach a safe harbour. Graduallv that allegorical theme

\\ |-. -an t wt -It--I I-\ I lilivlr tlt»\\ n to earth approach. Sea storms with sea monsters were seen first and foremost as exciting

llll int. l|I\ <lt t pt I I|l\'.|lIllI_{‘_ t ante second. as seems to have been the case with the present painting.

I In |'l|1Ili I_ I Ian-. \.l\'t'| \' the Elder, was born in Kortri_jl< (Courtrail. Flanders. in either i564 or 1565, the son of‘

M t. Ili II ‘- |\- l\ lllill .n.ili|ne l.ll1\tlt\(l1lL‘I', and \\'as the oldest olilive children. He had two younger sisters called

i ll lll|lIi lllil l\l i- \l - ll lliil l\\ U iutiiigei" brothers, ]acob and Roelant_ both Oi_\\’l1O|T| \\'ent on to become distinguished

|l llllll I ‘-

I Ii. I mi. It Ii. \i'l| .l_§‘_.lIl1\l$|3.lll'l\\'.l$ well undei'\\'a_\’ b_\/ no\\'. In 1579 the Walloon provinces olithe Netherlands

i. - --in ll. il \\ tilt llli Hp l|l|'-ll |\iii;,1 tinder the Union of_Atrecht (/\rras]. The northern provinces led by William ol_Orange

tinl llli lllii-l l|l||'i'Il llll I l<'lI||\ll iowiis in turn combined Forces under the Union Oi-U[|'CCl1lI. Kortri_il< \\'as captured by

1| » llli till - Ill I ~ I-i ll l1\ I ..~;n I l)t‘5|1.l|1lSl1 arm_\t was under the command ol_Alessandro Farnese. Duke of_Parma, who

~ I. ti. in. >| Ili I tl Ill the l\lt'l liei lands. The Sa\'er_\' l.1mil_\" left Kortriilt shortl_\' after\\'ards and ti'a\‘elled north. settlingL

Ill li-I tit»--t Iii n~- _ I |i'\\ II Ill I l.l|l\lL'|\ that had greatl_\' prospered during the middle ages. Several _\'C.1l'5 alter that. the

I lit I’. 4 in. it . tl i.- ili. I liv|llIi'IIl l\lt'llH‘Il.H1LlS, as did man_\' others lrom Flanders. B_\' 1585 the lamil_\" appears to have

.. l|l- tl lli I I I II It ill I It ll >. nnw ieai I lans Sa\'er\' married ]os_\'na Veralleinans van Roeselare. and the lollowiiig i'ear, alter

In I .|t ll It pi. -lllll tl -|\_ li. |IIl|Il\'\ll\l.l\'\l\k‘l1LlC Clercl< van /\albel<e. Hans S.l\’Cl'\’ the Elder became .i \\'ell~l<no\\'n marine

|'Il||l- I I Ii. \- ll in-I llli |-I it Ii nl llI\ tleath are uncertain. Although his last SI:_fl1CLl\\'Ul'l& l.\ dated 16:1». I011 and i615 are

ll llli Ill it -in tl I . |~~ - . .i|-|- ll ||i"- --I lll\ iletease. Hans Sa\‘erv the Elder was the uncle oll lans Sa\'ei\' the Younger 1 I 597-

Iii . i .\\ llll \\ li.t.. \~ I'll In» |- nni ||l_"_'~ aie nlien conliised. ln historical literature Hans Sa\'ei\' the lTlt|er is tistiall\' i'elei"i'ed

ii» It I I ||l'- K tit l\ I lllil l l lll‘- ‘\.|\i l\ llit" Y<ii||i_i§t‘|‘ as H.\l‘i$§.1\'Cl‘\' ll.
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The painting

VI lH' |\It‘\i'|Il |I.IilIli|1_1{ is ihe l\e\ \\‘orl< ol_Hans Sa\'er_1' tl1e Elder and by Far the largest. Not more than a l1andfiil

i»I his si;'_|ml \\iI1lx\ |\ l\lIU\\'II, io_ge1l1ei'\\'itl1 li I. ‘ib.1 e11 1ttii uted pictures. Onlv works attributed to him can be found in

IlIl|‘ii'lI|II\ III llI1' N1-i lIi‘I lantls. The RlIl&>l11l_l$L‘Lll11 i11 /\msterdan1 has a painting attributed to Hans Sa\/er_v the Elder.

ili‘>1ilIII'.'- " ' ' _ H| 111 11 i iii ll.I\ I11 1 i1 11 .I\lIL‘Ll up on the coast of Noord\vi_]k [in\'. no. A 131611. The Boijmans Van Beuningen

l\llI'-i'l||II, R.-iii-1-l.iin l1.i~..iiioil1e| aiiributecl work on clispla_\'. .1 painting depicting ships in a storm Icoll. Van derVorn1‘].

ind the rhythmic sweep of the 11/aves. so characteristic ofihis work. both play .1 role

III |llIIl\l|l li>lI In llIl' l'\i'|Il ilie piesent painting is fully signed and by Far the most in _ ‘ " '‘ ‘lpOl'Ifll‘l[ >OL|I'LC Ol lTl.1[Cl'l.'ll (Of

iiIlll|'l||.i>||

I‘-iii.-iliililiillilii |iil.iii_||.i|1sS.1 ' l Eld

i..i IIl\ I, 1|-'.|.._,,.i Ill‘ 1 .--, III .1ll. I\/lan_\' seamen are \\'orking tl1e sails a11d the ri

i\il\‘\lI\|\ I ‘ \\|l|l|l l| ‘ll 4

|||"| ll

.- lllll lllll||I'\1

I lll |»i- 1.1 ni |».iini 111;; 1 l&‘.ll'l\' shows that he \vorl<ed as .1 l11.1I'II'lCI'lS[ marine painter in the tradition 0l_Pictcr

vei v t 1e er seems to be the missinv linl\ b l i ‘ _D ' etween t ‘l.1[l.'ll11OLlS Flemish artist of the

i\I|l|lll l-» -- ~ - "ll I I llI\ .1 ~.ii 1 III ll ii i1i1ii\ and the great Haarlem marine artists olithe bevinninv olithe seventeenth centurvD D - '

III ll |~. I I. ii-Ii i. I I i\I||<’ll‘\i' \/iooin,Cori1elis Verbeeck and Cornelis Clacsz van Wierinven.
CV

I11. |- IIIII lII_"‘ iI-~|»i- ls in ihe Ioregrotincl and in the bacl\'grotind a great number of'beautil4ull_\-' painted ships on .1

I .

no
as

3
as

—I

here are signs ofipanic

1 -N - n| II IlIt't‘\lI‘L‘I11CI'lgl1[ ot the painting. the sails are stre\\'n all over the deck. Two se.1

|- lilll \|’-|l'l ' ' I‘ - '1 , --in III ilit l( Ii Ioiq_1_io1ii1d,tl1e other on the right. Bales and barrels are floating around in the

Illi Ill nl Illi‘ |.ii;~_i- \\'.1\'es is verv reminiscent of those painted by Pieter Brueqhel the Elder and b\'

ll~||1l|l|l 1 <IlIl4lI- \|i-.-in Nivl I‘ ' ‘ D 4" I I

|.iiiiii||-{iiii\|ii.iiii|i llI\ iii» ll \.|\‘i'|\ ll l l '

ll Ill iii--l |<'llIl|<lI|il I 1-

i HI not iing is tl1e|e .1dia\\'ing ol ships in a storm in the collection olithe Boijinans Van

I 1 iat ias traditionally been ascribed to Hans Sa\'er_\ the Elder. It was not

i - IlI<'lI'-.’ \'ii1on1 until the nineteen—se\’enties.

I7]





The Amsterdam

I |1.- \11'111\ 11I 1I1twI1i|1s1I1.11t".111beidentitiecl serve as p1'00I—th.1t the present p.1i11ti11g is not .1 depiction 0I'_111

I11-.1.111..1I11\11111 I I1.~ ~_|11|1 111 1I1e1e1111'e Ii11‘egr0t111cI be.11's tl1e .11'n1s olithe cit_\" 0|‘/\111ste1"tI.1111 1i11cIt1cIi11§_1_ t\\'0 dolphinsl.

*1 11.-11 I1.1-.1 11:11.-1| ,1 \|1.-. 1.1I 1-|Ie11 I11" |1.1inting bel0\\' tI1e stern oI'th.1t sI1ip .111djust.1b0\'e tI1e \\'.1\'es .1 picture 0I__1n0tI1e1'

I11|1111-.1.-11111 11 .;11 I1.-1 II1.-sI1i|1I1e.11"i11g the .11'n1s olithe cit_\'oI_/\1"nste1"d_1111 \\‘.1s c.11"1"_\"i11g .1pp1'0xin1.1teI_\‘ tI1irt\'gu11s .111cI

1I1,11 1111111|1. 1 .-I 4-31111-. 1.1I|11-s 11 i1I1 the 11u111be1'oI4guns .1b0.11'd the E.1stIndi.1111.1111I111s1t'1.l11111.Tl1e /\111.<t1'11l11111\\'_1s bttilt in

\111-.1. 1.I1111 I1. 111.. 11 11,->11 .111tI 1<1t1t1.111tIn1e.1su1"ecI .1 thous.111cI tons, n1.1I<ing it .111 excepti0n.1II_v I.11-ge sl1ip For its time .1ncl

1I1.1.1.11. 1111. -~.1 -.1111.1I1I.~ \11I1iet1 I111" tI1e centre ofisuch .1p.1i11ti11g./\s the flagship 01‘/\cI11"1ir.1I].1c0b\'.111 Neck it he.1cIecI .1

1|. 1 1 .11 -.1» I 11.1 I111lI.11|11‘|1I11/\\I.1Il1lI11I\'C.1l‘ 1600, \\'ith .1 crew 0f_1S0 men 0n bo_11'cI. The /\111.1‘tt'11I11111 \\'.1s1'e110\\'11edI01'

I1. 111.-_ I». -1 I1 1 I 11;g. 111.I.1 I1.-.1111iI11IsI1ip. I11 .1ctu_1I I11ct it \\'.1s the largest vessel olithe Dutch E_1stIncIi.1Ileet.bigge1‘tI1.1n

1111 111. 11 .11 11 11 1I111 I1.1.II1.-1-11I111iI1p1"e\'iousI\1.In _1cIdition to its size. it \\‘.1s .1Is0 \\'eII equipped to (Io b.1ttIe .1t se_1. I11

1I1..-,. .I11» I 11.1|11.I1.1111.-11I11~1111e111I\'se1"\'ecIi11 the Dutch 11.1\'_\'.

'l'|1e /\111.~.’tertI;11n unclcr ]ac0b van Neck

11 1I1. .11.I 1-I 1I1.» -.1\11-1-111I1 1e11tt11'\'tr.1cIi11g con1p.1nies\\'e1'e est.1bIished in /\111ste1'd_1n1. R0tte1‘tI.11n,Vee1"e.1ncI

I1. I. I. II-111 11 111 .»1.I. 1 1.1 1111.111. 1' 11.11 1.111s expeclitions to /\si.1. S0 .15 to cIistinguisI1bet\\‘ee11the c0111p.111ies_i11st 111entionecl

111.I1|1. I >111. I1 I 1.1 I11.|1.1t .1111|1.111\_1I1e\/OC_\\'hich\\'.1sI0uncIecIi11 1601, the e.11'lie1'co111p.1nies.1|"eI\11t1\\'11.1s

1...1...-111|~1--111.. 11‘ |11.I. 1111I1/\\1.1\\.1sincre.1sing.1t.1“ten1pestuous'1'.1te .1t th.1t time. (13 _\I11|1\ t’11111|1t1sI11gIilteen Ileets

l11.Il11.111I1.~1t.I11.I111 1|-1l.1I1"\\\t'.1l.\ll111C.
| I

1 I11. .11. I1 . ~|1. .I111.111, 1I1.- ‘\/1e11IeSel1ip\'_1.11't'. under the c0n1n1_111tIof‘/\tl111i1'.1I |.1t0l1\".111 I\IetIt,I1.1tI been

..|111|-1.. 1| I11 1I1. \111-.1.1.I.11111 .1111p.1_1§111e\'.111Ver1‘e..1Is0 c.1IletI the Outle Co111p.1;_111ie.O11:S1I1]1111e1(1110\/.111 Neel; set

11I .111 1|1. 1111.1.1.I.1111111 1~.|11.1.I1.-11 11I six I'.1.\t IntIi.1111e11. His instructions \\'e1‘e tt1est.1bIi>I1 11".1tIe 1eI.11it111s.1s Il11".1\\'.1_\'.1s

1 I1111t1,1I1. I'I11|1|1|1111. -. 111.I |.1|1.111 I1.-1.1111.-1I I1\ t01111'.1r\'\\'i|1tIstI1e\'01".1geto/\si.1e\pe1'ie11te1I I011}; tIeI.1_\"s. Le.1\'ing the

.-1I1.1~.I1.I1111.I_1|1. 1|11.. I1-.1. -.1 1-I11|1-1,1I1.-.\111\1.'11I11111,tI1eI\'II1and the L].1111I11,\te11t on .1l1e.1tI./\I1e1'1"0t1ntIi11g the C.1pe 0I

..1.11I I 1.1111 111|.11111,111 1.1.11,1I11»11.11.~1-.11|1|1I\1111I1t1.11"tI\\".1>1'u11ni11g out. \\'I1icl1 11eee>>it.11etI .1 strict I'.l[IOI1Il1g of‘

.11|1|1|1.~~_ \.11111 11|1I1. 11.11 I1.11l 11.111|1111111 I1111 111tl1i11I\ 1I1ei1'11\\'11 urine in t11'tIe1'tt1 1]11ent'I1 their thirst. FOOCI supplies

11.11-.1I\.1\11111.1|I1 1-\|1.111-.11‘.I 1\I111I1 111.-.1111 1|1.11 1111-.11~11111.»1.~11~.11.1111-1111.11.11.1111It~11111.11~_1~1111-51111151-.11111110 .1he.1\'_\'

\t.11111. I|11~11;1;1111;§\11lI1-11-1I|1e.1\\ 1I.1111.1;_1_1-I1111I.1111111.11eI\ .1Il tI.1111.1;_1eet1t1ltI be 1"ep.1i1'etI. ’I‘I1.111I<s to .1II1\'our.1bIe\\'esterl\

\\111tI1l1et11.1\1.1I\11111.111.1\\.1\ \1;§I11e1I.11I.1s1111I\I.11tI1.

9



ll1t‘\l1i|\\ dot ked .u I‘-antatn nine months altet |ea\"in_-4 Holland. Van Neck consttlted with local company

ollicials and det idetl to lea\ e the Iwllt thete tn l§.tnt.tm to take on a consignment ofipepper. He wanted to sail east\vards

with the /\tt|~tettlttm and the t .t~tttltt as last as he tnultl helote the tnonsoon changed direction and made it impossible For

him to do so. Nouh about < elel»e~- \'an Net l. --et t out se lot" the l\/loluccas. On 1nd ]une he reached the island ol_Ternate.

where a numbet ol lautt htnen l|\ ed \'an Net l-t det tded that this was the place from which to attack the Portuguese on

the nearb\' island ol I ttlote I Mn I|l*' Iltr -~n~.tttnv sea hattle before the coast ol_Tidore, Van Neck was hit b\/ a cannon ball

and lost his ri;_t_l1t hantl. /\ht-t ht .t\\ t l||||tt|I l||t' |.tstin_-_1 several hours the Dtttch ships were forced to beat a retreat. The

wounded were taken to I t-| llalc to l|.t\\ tht || tn|ttt tes seen to. /\s there were no opportunities lor trade there. Van Neck

decided to weig_h am hot and ||\ ht-. httl tn |'.tt.tnt on the l\/lala_\' Peninsula.

Meanwhile the \ttt\tt-ttlattt |||tl th. t.t~tt.l.t \\eie otertaken by such bad weather that the\' had to change cottrse and

sail north\\'ards. The \ll|]>‘~ l|||.|ll\ ~|tt»|»|»<~| .||nl|t>1 on 17th September near Macao, bttt ll1i|1_\_{.\ soon got too hot for his

sailors owing to the |1|t'\t'||\ 1' tvl l.n;-_- |||||||l\t"|\t1l l'ti|lLl:_‘_LlCSCll1[l1C\'lCll1l[a’.\/J11 Neck then decidetl that it was not too

late to sail to Patani, and at t |\<’tl tht It on ‘I h \h~\ ember. He and his men received a warm welcome lrom the local rulers

and eflorts to establish tt.tdtn_-.~_ l<'l.|l ton. \\t t. ~.ttt t esslul. /\ contract was signed concerning the purchase olipepper. To

mark the occasion the t |t'\\ |»|.t\t tl tht \\ ||ht~|mtts, the Dutch national anthem. in honour olithe queen and her

courtiers. It was greeted \\ tth ‘.t|||\1|'-t", |»e|tt;g the litst time that that kind ofimusic was heard.
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Presented with a l\e.u|| |lt|l l.| t-., III<\||I.lll1t‘lH.ll(l.1 ,as a gift, Van Neck left Patani with tlte/\|ttstet"tltt|tt and the

Gotttltt at the end oli/\tt;_~_tts| HM’ .unl Ittattltttl lot ln\|nc.DLl|'i|1g the \‘o_\'age so man_\‘ ofithe crew lell sick on board both

ships that there were hateh \'|ltu|_-,-_l|-..t|lt-|-.|<1|tt.l|1 the ships. Unla\'ottrable weather conditions meant long delays once

again. On 15th ]ul_\' too; the ~.h||»-. hnalh ~l--< led at the port oliFlushing. Van Neck revealed that il-the retttrn \'o_\'age

had taken an_v long_er, all tlto-_e on In-attl \\t>t|l<l h.t\e died.

In retrospect Van Nu I. had 1<'.|'.t~|1 to l\e|\|ut|clOlil1lS achievements. helped b_\" the last-sailing /ltttstetdtttttz he had

returned with a rich coll\l;'_|nnt'||| 1-I |-t-|=|»e| h.t\ |n_@1 opened up new areas olitrade. The commercial ties with Patani

proved to be ofimmense im|-oi Lint t-_ not |t|‘-I tn tonnection with importing pepper, but also in the _\'ears to come with

importing Chinese silk .tnd pottelatn <\|| the \\ htle tfhina cttt itselfiolilifirom Foreign trade. it was possible to obtain the

goodsjust mentioned lw ttadtn;-_ \\ tt h t Innt-se |l|l1l\\ oll'Patani.



The Hollandschc Tuyn

I lle iiilii-i sI1I|v\ tlepit ietl in the painting are all Amsterdam n'|en—of1\\’.1i', which were ofie.\'ceptionaI importance
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i iii.i iiiiiii. lIl(“ilI||\\YlIllI(‘('\llk‘l11L‘I'IgI1[l7CJI‘S the arms ofithe province of'HoIIand on its stern and is probably the

I liilliiiiilii lii' I|l\‘l|, -.iiiiii-| lIIlt‘\ I\iiii\\'ii as the Grate Rode llOIltlIIllS(llL' Leciiir. In 1600 or thereabouts it was the largest ship

I-i~|iiii;_i_iii_-_~_ iii ilii :\iii-.ii~iiI.iiii /\tImir.iIt\'. It was built in 1598 in Amsterdam, measuring iooo tons and with a length of-

lI\|I|1\\lIII.l|\’l\ iii iiii-i I("\ /\l ll1L' time it was given the nickname ‘the giant ofithe seas”. The I IoIIiiiiil.\tIic'Tiii'ii was twice as

l.ii~-_i l‘- II‘- |iii -Ii i <“~‘-HI, ilie I\Ii‘|lIllIlH\, and was circa eleven metres longer. It had been built to replace the Ncptiiiiiis, which

Ii iil -.iiiiI iii ilii \\ |Il|<'l iil |‘;\)/\llll1Il'tll ]an van DLtV\’Cl1\’OOl'(lC,I\/l.1Lll'l[S,S[.1Cl[I1OIClCl'OI_HOIl.‘lI‘lCl,JHCI the councillors of‘

ilii \iii~.ii iil iiii .\\l|HllilI|\ \l.l\'(‘tI in close contact during the ship's construction and they all had a say in the way it was

_ Ill I .-i-i ilii I |iiIIiiiiil\iIii"I Ill’II was the flagship of‘/\dmiraI Pieter van der Does during his expedition against Spain.

l IIIIII i iii iii ill I liiii Ii .'\| |ll.l<l.l numbering no less than 73 ships, and with more than 8.000 men on board. The fleet first

iii ll I i il lll< \ --ii . .ilii I \\ Iiii Ii Il.\IliOI‘[I1L‘ force went on to enter the Bay ofiGuinea in West Africa where it plundered

lIl\ I .I iiiil iil ‘- iii l<'|I|\ .i\| |llt'l\k'_‘_[I|1HIlIg of‘ i6oo tropical malaria struck unexpectedI_\i", forcing the ships and their

\I\1l|||l||1I'|4\\ . iii ii llll ii Iiiime. /\tlmiraI Van der Does was among the victims ofithis dreaded disease. The loot fell

i I". -l|<'|| i-I Illi .iiiii iii i IIVII iii ii-iiiilitirse the high cost ofithe expedition, which although unsuccessful went down as a

I iiiiliii III iii I iiiii Ii ii |\.ll lII‘~ll\I\ since it was the first all Dutch initiative ever taken I.)\‘ the DLl[CI1l1.l\'\'.IlSIi1lILl|‘C.1Il‘l1OS[

_, .,“..¢ i I Ii II.iii.l=i Iii I|l\'|| Iii-iii_-,~_ sold to the Dutch East India Company. Between 160; and mi»; the ship made

.i ii I II i..i |"\ . l\| Iii I il, ii iiii lll|l_1‘_ m.imI\" with looted sugar as its cargo. The Duke of Florence |1Ul‘L'I1.l\'L‘LI it the

I I
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The Neptunus and the Windhond

The predecessors ulithe I |t\lltiiitl,~tlit"Tiivii, the Neptiiitus l 500 tons] and the Wiiitllioiitl (300 tons] are depicted in the

present painting in the centre lt-It bat'l\;_'_|'0und and to the extreme left, respecti\'el_\'. Both ships were built in Amsterdam

in 1594 Tor the Amsterdam /\tliniialt\. The Neptiiiiiis and the Wiiitllioml were much l.\rger than an_\‘ pre\‘i0t|s boats and

pinnaces. Until 1594 the ma\imuin si/e \aried between 80 and 140 tons. The Wiiitllioiitl made a number 0l4\'o_\'ages

between i594 and 160;, fin e\.t|n|»|t~, (U lngland. Fiance and Russia. The Neptuiiiu \\'as the Iltgsliip of‘/\dmiral ]an \'an

Du_v\'en\'00rde at the battle til t‘.itli/ in .\ tnmbined fleet with its English allies against the Spanish in 1596. It served also

as his flagship during the so talletl '|\l.|nt| \‘o_\'age' in 1597. another /\ngl0—Dt|tch expedition .l_l_‘_.llHS[ Spain. This time,
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/\ large number oliits _-guns tunltl IIHI l\e ietorered until later that \e

h0we\'er, tl1e\'0\'a;3_e|1atl to |\t~.|l~t»1t<-tl |\et.1ti.~e olibad weather at sea. The Ncptuinis sanlt in .1 \l0|'|11 near Plvmouth.
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Conclusion

To ree.tpitt|l.tte ll .tppe.tt \ that II \\ .ts I l.t|l\ \‘.t\et'\' the Elder's intention to clepict the fittest examples oli

/\msterdatn ships atotttttl tooo I lte innit" |t't t'||| ‘~lH|>\ .tte di>pla_\'ed in the lot ound olithe present painting, the

cl
UQ

earlier examples in the hat l-\f_'_|ul|||<l I he Itt t"- ol the \l)i|\\ were not all smooth sailing: there \vas success one moment

and failure the ne.\t. It l\ tt~ttt|»tttt_-,-_ to httl lltv l.tlt" of those ships with the stormy weather and the sea monsters in the

rough waves.

lt was the li|\l llllIt' that tltt tttt t- t~.ttt_~_l\ hold Dutch Republic had shown initiative and Ltttcle|'t.tkett such long-

clistance expeditiottst I he I ttttt h tt.t\\ h ttl <lt'l|.||1I h moved awa\' from escorting a con\'o_\' olimerchant ships in favour of‘

unclertaking @t'tt-mm o|>et.|t ton-._ tt l||< h - It .tt- tl 4‘ tlt'\|\t‘|'.l[C need for larger ships to Facilitate such unclertakings. In view

olithe fact that the most ttttpot tttttt -.ltt|»-. ttt te lttttlt in Amsterdam at that time. it is highly lil<el_\' that Sa\'er_v painted the

present panel lot" a petsott \\ ho \\ .|-. at tttt h ttt;_g.t;'_t~tl in the shipbuilding programme which had been launched in

Amsterclam in the tsoos. I ll\' |-.|tttt tit-»_, tht It tote, tottld have been commissionecl b\' an /\msterclam magistrate, a
. e

councillor Oli[l1L‘/\l11\lt'|tl.|||| .\<ltntt.tlt\ ot tn \\\ll'Ilni\[l-‘l[O|- olithe Dutch East lnclia Company.

The p.li|1li|t§_{ tan he ttttt t|»t< It tl t» .|lle;_~_ot lslllg the city ol'Amsterclam. which at about that time was braving

both storms (wars) and tttott-.t--t <. Illtt‘ ‘»|-.tttt-.|t Not onl_\* that, but the central position in the painting olithe East

lndiaman Atttstettlttttt can also ht ‘>11 ll .t-. t- |\lt"~t'llIll1:; a triumph For the nascent Dutch East India Compan_\t‘. which was

Formed int6o1, about the lllI|t' |lt.tt tht |>|~‘"-VIII pttture was painted. This year marks the 4ooth anni\/ersar'v olithat

important historical c\'e|tl.

Dr. Ronald Prucl'homttte \".|tt |{<»tttt~



Sources and Literature

/\1"cl1i1'.1l S11111'ce>" in 1|1e collections ofthe Ri_jksb111'e.11.1 1/001' Ku11stl1istoriscl1e Docu111e11t.1tic, The Hague.

Lis1> ol'l11.\1111 11.1| \l11|1s in 1l1e collections ollthe Neclerl.1ncls Scl1cep1'.1.11'tm1.1se1.1m. /\mste1'cl.1m .1ncl tl1eI11stitu11t voor

M .1 11111-1111~ I |1\1111i1-, |'l1eH.1;_1_11e.

|. 11.111 H1-1‘l1-11, \1l11-111-11111111l1'N1'1l1'1"l11111lc11.V11111l1:l111c M11l1lclcc1111'1'11ro1l1c1c1111lc\111111lc 17“ cc1111'.A111ste1'cl.1m 1970.

/\. Bijl l\'l/.,I11‘N1-1l1'1l11111l11~111111'111111l11'11s1.1;oo-1800. The Hague 1951.

/\. l§1.1111l1111, I 1'11111‘1<1'l111_1| 11l11l1l1'1111'1111H1111sS11111:1'11 1564-11111616 1:11 1101111111. Rotte1'd.1m 1974.

|.R. 81111111, 11111-111!1'1-1l1~1l1'11. I11‘ N1'1l1'1'l11111lsc oo1lo11s1'loo11111lc :c1'c1111c111lc c1111cl1111c111lc ce1111'. Amste1'cl.1m 1998.

|.R 81111111. I \ 1..1.1\11.1.1111| I. Scl16lTe1‘. D111cl1-/\_<111111"Sl11pp111¢1 1111l1c 171l111111l 18 Cc111111"1cs. 3 volumes. The Hague 1970-1987.

G.L‘.l . 1111111-,1111 1<11l1.~|-1'111111l11L111111lc11Ec1111'./\111ste1'cl.1m 194;.

L I l1.1\_ I11 1l1~1»1|11111111111N1-1l1'1l11111l1111lc c1'1".~‘1cl1cl-11lc1"17‘l 1111111.1'16-16"./\mste1"cl.1m 1 * 1.J )) J)

H.1\. 1.111 I 1111-1-.1 .1111| .»\ 1l1~ Buoy. V11'1‘1lcScl11p1111111'11lc1'Nc1lc1‘l11111lc1s111111101111-1111l1e0111lc1"_|11c11l1Will1c11sc11_]11col1111111Neck 1599-1604

1111l111111--. \\ 1~1I1.1*11 I 11151|1o1e11-Vereeniging nos. 81 and 83. The Hague 1980-1981.

].( .1l1- I1-11_-31;1.1-1.l111*1l1'11111'1111l11'1 N1'1lc1‘l11111ls1'l1c :cc\1'1‘:1'11. 5 volumes. H.1.11"lem 1858-1861.

R1‘1l 11111 \.1111-11111111-11111 .111 1151»-1(1;1) . C.1t.1log11e, Cologne 1985.

ll. I1-1|1~.11.1_ |111.»l-1-.111N1-1l1..-\111111'11l11111s111l11111'1111lc111c11c111./\mste1"cl.1m 1950.

\\/, 111111-11,1 1|-111 111111 11- 11'.11e1". ].1n /\lle1‘tsz'. ln: 1\l111'1111'l1l111l83 119731, pp. 67-87 and 469-511.

\\/. I 1111»~.1_‘1 1|-1111111111 11-11'.11e1‘. ].111 Cl.1esz. Spiegell. ln: 1\l111'1111'l1l111l 801119701. pp. 697-716.

I 3



Tc.\'t: Dr. Ronald l‘|'l|d'|w|11|m' \".m Rcinc

Tr.m>l.1tion: Drs. I\/I.u‘iI\"n S. /\\'.1.1i‘ (,|.1zcr

Production .1nd¢|c.\i_gn: lnmru lw, \\/ormcr

Photogr.\p|1‘\": M.1|;_1.u<~|.1 \\v|1~~un./\|115tc|'d.1lTl

A publimtion oi“

DE V\/ERELD V/\N HIT] .\('I Ill‘

Rol1|\'um'|1lm|g B.V.

Spic¢]cl¢1n1c|1t 5

NL - 1o17_|P /\|11srcnlun|

Pl1onc:+ ;1 0110 411 1.\'4v

Fuxm 31 010431 1S§o

E-mail: |"obkurtcnlm|"¢|@:u|n|cr.nl

l\’cl1sirc:\\'u'\\'.rol1kuuc11luu3{.||I






